
Big Idea Jesus rewards people who do the right things for the right reasons.
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DISCIPLE TARGETS In this lesson, your children will...

Knowledge (truths) ConduCt (actions)CharaCter (emotions)

Lesson Summary
Jesus	came	to	announce	a	new	kingdom.	He	invited	everyone	
to	join.	Instead	of	studying	and	following	only	the	laws	that	
focused	on	outward	behaviors,	Jesus	wanted	His	followers	to	
work	from	their	hearts.	He	expected	them	to	be	kind,	good,	
and	loving.	This	lesson	will	help	children	understand	more	
about	how	Jesus	wanted	His	followers,	then	and	now,	to	live.	
They	will	also	delight	in	the	ways	God	rewards	them	when	
they	fully	trust	in	Him	and	use	their	talents	for	His	glory.

Bible Background
In	this	passage,	Jesus	continues	His	Sermon	on	the	Mount.	
He	begins	by	exposing	the	Pharisees	as	hypocrites	because	
their	 charitable	 deeds,	 prayer,	 and	 fasting	 were	 done	 for	
their	 glory,	 not	God’s.	 Jesus	 teaches	 that	 these	 things	 are	
supposed	 to	 be	worship	 rendered	 to	God,	 not	 displays	 of	
self-righteousness	 to	 gain	 pride	 or	 attention	 from	 others.	
Furthermore,	Jesus	lays	the	foundation	for	those	who	would	
be	His	disciples.	He	emphasizes	over	and	over	that	following	
Him	is	far	more	than	obeying	rules	and	achieving	objectives.	

Even	peoples’	prayers	were	 to	be	 in	worship	 to	God.	 Jesus	
taught	them	how	to	pray—using	the	beautiful	and	straight-

forward	Lord’s	Prayer	as	an	example.	The	chapter	ends	with	
Jesus	urging	the	disciples	to	seek	His	Kingdom	above	all	else.	
With	this	would	come	God’s	full	care	and	provision.

Teacher Devotional
God	gives	each	of	us	gifts	to	use	in	ministry	to	glorify	Him.	
But,	sometimes,	we	succumb	to	the	temptation	of	self-righ-
teousness	 and	 accept	 the	 glory	 for	 ourselves.	God	 under-
stands	your	human	weakness	of	pride	and	self-gratification.	
However,	you	are	still	accountable	to	Him	when	you	misuse	
the	gifts	He	has	given.	How	wonderful	that,	because	of	His	
grace,	we	can	trust	we	are	forgiven	when	we	sin!	What	are	
your	godly	gifts?	How	can	you	use	them	for	God’s	glory?

Precious Lord, thank You for the gifts You have given me. 
Guide me as I use them for Your glory, not mine. Gently 
remind me to give You the praise instead of seeking or accepting 
it for myself. Help me to trust Your ways. Be with me today 
so that Your glory will be abundant and my children will be 
blessed. In Your name, amen.

•	 God rewards them when they 
do the right things for the right 
reasons. (Matthew 6:1, 4, 18)

•	 When they seek God’s Kingdom, 
He will give them all they ever 
need.  (Matthew 6:33)

•	 They can trust God instead 
of worrying about things. 
(Matthew 6:34)

•	 Joyful about honoring God with 
their words, attitudes, and gifts.

•	 Cautious about their motives 
when doing something good.

•	 Confident they can trust God to 
provide for all their needs and 
comfort all their fears. 

•	 Examine their hearts to find 
their true motivations.

•	 Honor God through quiet 
prayer and secretly giving to 
someone else.

•	 DiscipleSkill: Be Honest—
show honesty to those 
around them.
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DISCIPLESHIP TIP

SUPPLIES

(1 of 5) Children have several different learning strengths. 
Some students learn and think very creatively. These 
children need opportunities to explore new concepts in-
tuitively, without many structured guidelines. They thrive 
in activities such as metaphorical thinking, illustrating  a 
topic, and answering imaginative questions. Know and 
understand these highly creative children in your class, 
and be sure to offer them ample questions and opportu-
nities to share their strengths with the group.

General Supplies
 Bibles, Disciple Guides (pages 5-8)
 Pencils, markers, crayons
 Paper, notecards, scissors, tape, glue

Make Disciples
 None

Spark Interest
 •	SECRET WALLS: Bibles
 •	WHAT’S IN YOUR HEART?: large envelope, 
    heavy-bonding tape

Explore Scripture
 Teaching Picture 3B.3—Jesus teaching—motives
 Teaching Picture 3B.4—Jesus teaching—prayer

Inspire Action
 •	GUESS THE MOTIVE: none
 •	IN MY OWN WORDS: no additional supplies

Opening Prayer
Read	Matthew	6:33	together.	Thank	God	for	providing	all	
we	need.	Ask	Him	to	help	your	kids	do	the	right	things	out	
of	love	for	God	and	an	unselfish	heart.	Praise	Jesus	for	His	
promise	to	reward	us	when	we	honor	Him.

WorldWatch
Missionary Biography 2 of 12—Jackie Pullinger—The 
Walled City  Missionary stories can have a profound impact on 
children. Take 1-2 minutes to read this brief narrative. Download 
discussion questions at DiscipleLand.com/downloads.

This is the place! The boat docks at Hong Kong, the 
small British colony beside China. Jackie is filled with 
peace. She thanks God for leading her to the place He 
has chosen.

Clap, clap, clap. The rats run away from the noise, 
clearing a narrow path. Jackie Pullinger continues 
down the dark alley—one of the passageways into the 
Walled City. A foul smell rises up from sewage trickling 
down the street. Prostitutes squat; they are waiting for 
customers. A sickly drug addict digs through garbage; 
he is looking for something to eat. Then, looking down, 
Jackie sees a few drops of red on the ground. Then more. 
It’s blood! Jackie follows the trail of blood in horror. 
Someone has been hurt, maybe killed!

Police are afraid to enter the Walled City. Jackie keeps 
going in, deeper and deeper. As a young girl, Jackie had 
no idea where God was calling her. But God promised to 
lead her. Jackie obeyed, and God led her to Hong Kong. 
God called her to be His light in the darkness of the 
Walled City.

Missions Education—Many Messengers
To	 add	 this	 component	 to	 the	 lesson,	 download	 the	 teacher	
script	at	DiscipleLand.com/downloads.

KeyVerse
Topic:	His	Kingdom
Reference: Matthew 6:33

Memorization Activity:	 Sing	 the	 chorus	 “Seek	Ye	 First”	
together.	Some	children	may	be	 learning	the	song	for	 the	
first	time,	so	be	sure	to	sing	it	through	at	least	three	times.	
Once	the	children	have	learned	the	song,	read	the	memory	
verse	 from	 your	 favorite	 Bible	 translation.	 Explain	 that	
seeking	God’s	Kingdom	means	doing	what	is	important	to	
God	and	following	Jesus’	example.	End	by	singing	the	song	
once	more	 together.	 Encourage	 each	 child	 to	 review	 this	
Bible	verse	throughout	the	week	and	to	think	about	what	it	
means	to	him	or	her.

Bonus Resources
Access	free	downloads	for	this	lesson	at	
DiscipleLand.com/downloads.
•	Dee	Cy	Paul	Chip	(discipleship)	story
•	More	activity	ideas
•	Activity	templates	and	resources
•	Explore Scripture	teacher	notecards

Teacher—Decide where to place these elements into      
this lesson.

  Make 
Disciples
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Jesus wanted people to obey Him with pure motives. 
He wanted them to please God, not impress each other.

Jesus talked a lot about “hypocrites.”
What is a hypocrite?

                                                                                              

                                                                                              

                                                                                              

Which is more important to you?

Impressing God Impressing people

Verses
2-4

5-8

14-15

16-18

Deed
Giving

Praying

Forgiving

Fasting

How Hypocrites Do It
announce with trumpets

to impress others

hold a grudge

look sad or proud

What God Wants
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someone who pretends 
to be something he is 
not

give in secret
pray in secret
forgive others
stay clean

Secret Walls (10-15 minutes)
This game engages the children in inductive learning while 
reading the Bible passage. Supplies:	Bibles

Give	each	child	a	Bible.	In	your	mind,	reserve	one	wall	in	
the	room	for	“good”	and	the	other	wall	for	“bad”	examples	
of	 living	 out	 God’s	 word.	 With	 the	 students	 sitting	 or	
standing	in	a	different	area	of	the	room,	tell	them	you	will	
begin	today’s	 lesson	by	reading	the	Bible	passage	together.	
Without	 any	 further	 explanation,	 have	 one	 child	 read	
Matthew	6:1-2.	When	finished,	say,	Hmm, that was inter-
esting. Now move over to that wall.	Direct	the	child	to	the	
wall	you	have	secretly	determined	for	“bad”	examples.	Make	
sure	to	keep	your	reasons	for	moving	students	to	one	wall	or	
the	other	a	secret.	The	next	child	will	read	6:3-4.	When	the	
child	is	finished,	say,	Very nice! You may move 
to that wall	(the	“good”	wall).		Continue	this	way	
with	 the	 following	 verses	 and	 examples:	 	 6:5—
bad,	6:6—good,	6:14—good,	6:15—bad,	6:16—
bad,	6:17-18—good,	6:19—bad,	6:20-21—good,	
6:25—bad,	6:31—bad,	6:34—bad.

When	 all	 examples	 are	 read,	 look	 at	 the	 two	
groups	 and	 ask,	 Why do you think I moved 
you to these two walls? Give	 them	 time	 to	
consider	 and	 offer	 their	 thoughts.	 When	 both	
groups	have	deduced	their	common	traits,	have	
the	children	step	forward	and	join	you	in	a	group	
for	discussion.	Why do you think Jesus went to 
the trouble of telling us about good and bad 
examples of living God’s way?

What’s in Your Heart? (10 minutes)
This individual activity allows students to secretly share 
concerns from their hearts. Supplies:	notecards,	large	
envelope,	tape

Pass	 out	 one	 notecard	 to	 each	 child.	 We all 
have secret fears, wishes, dreams, thoughts, 
etc. that we hide in our hearts. Sometimes we 
don’t want anyone else to know what these 
things are, not even our parents!	Encourage	the	
children	 to	write	down	one	 thing	 that	 they	 are	
hiding	in	their	hearts.	Reassure	them	by	saying, 
I promise that no one will look at these cards, 

not even me!	As	they	finish,	have	the	children	slip	the	cards	
into	the	envelope.	

When	all	are	finished,	tightly	tape	the	envelope	shut.	You	
may	even	want	to	fold	it	over	and	over	with	tape	to	emphasize	
the	point.	Does anyone in here know what is written on 
all the cards in this package? If I opened it and read the 
cards, would you be happy or sad? Why? Explain	 that	
this	envelope	is	like	our	hearts.	We may think we can hide 
secret thoughts and feelings, but God knows everything 
about us. We cannot keep any secrets from God. Explain	
that	 this	 is	a	wonderful	 thing	because	 it	means	 that	God	
can	help	us	with	all	our	needs,	even	when	we	forget	to	pray	
for	His	 guidance.	End	 this	 activity	 by	 ripping	 or	 cutting	
up	the	envelope	and	throwing	the	pieces	away.	Assure	your	
class	that	no	one	but	God	will	ever	know	what	they	wrote.

Disciple Guide—page 5
Impress on children that God is most concerned with our mo-
tives.  Complete this page at the beginning of class or after a 
Spark Interest activity.

Teacher—Choose one activity that will involve students 
and grab their attention.

  Spark 
Interest
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6

The Lord’s Prayer

Worship

Surre
nder

Asking

Confession

Protection

Color the kind of prayer 
that is easiest for you red. 
Color the kind you’d like 
God to help you with green.

Read Matthew 6:9-13. Write the words from 
the passage that show each kind of prayer.
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hallowed be 

Thy name

give us this day 
our daily bread

Thy kingdom come 

Thy will b
e done

forgive us 
our debts deliver us 

from evil

Teacher—Teach the Bible lesson. Include Teaching 
Pictures and exercises from the student Disciple Guides. 

Matthew 6
How many of you have ever received a birthday present 
you didn’t like? Pretend it is your birthday and you 
are about to open a present. It’s a big present and it is 
wrapped in the most fancy, shiny wrapping paper you 
have ever seen. It has three bows on it and ribbons tied 
all around it! You are thinking, “This must be one great 
present!” Now pretend you tear it open and all that is 
inside the box is a dirty, stinky sock. How would you 
feel? Does the fancy wrapping make you like the smelly 
sock any better? Which would you rather have, a nicely 
wrapped box, or a nice present?

Open	your	Bible	to	Matthew	6	and	read	verses	1-4	as	children	
follow	along	in	their	own	Bibles.	In this chapter, Jesus talks 
about people he calls hypocrites. These people 
want others to think they are giving God great 
gifts, but because their reasons are selfish, they 
are really only giving God something like a 
smelly sock. Why does Jesus say they do this? 

Encourage	 the	 children	 to	 see	what	
Matthew	6	says.	Show	the	Teaching	
Picture	3B.3	of	the	Pharisee	praying.	
Brainstorm	other	examples	of	hypo-
crites	 together.	 Write	 suggestions	
on	 the	 board.	 Looking at these 

examples, how would you define a hypocrite? 
A hypocrite doesn’t do things for the right 
reasons. Is it harder to do the right thing when 
people are looking or when nobody is around? 
Why do think that is? When Jesus came, He 
wanted people to know their hearts were more 
important to God than their actions.

Read	 Matthew	 6:5-15.	 Show	 the	
Teaching	 Picture	 3B.4	 of	 Jesus	
teaching	about	prayer.	One of Jesus’ 
examples included hypocrites who 
pray where everyone can see them. 

How did Jesus tell us to pray?	Read	or	recite	the	
Lord’s	Prayer	together.	Discuss	the	different	parts	
of	this	prayer	with	the	following	questions.

•	Worship—Why is worship important? How 
can you worship God? Name different ways 
to worship God.

•	Surrender—Do you care about doing what 

God wants? How can you show God you want to 
serve Him?

•	Asking—What needs can you ask for? How are needs 
different from wants?

•	Confession—Why is forgiveness important to God? 
How can sin be forgiven?

•	Protection—What kinds of things do we need God’s 
protection from? How can God protect us from 
temptation?

Read	verses	19-21.	Jesus also wants us to learn the right 
way to think about money and possessions. He used 
the word “treasures.” What things do you think of as 
treasures? What do you think Jesus meant by treasures 
in heaven? How can you earn these treasures?	 Lead	
children	to	think	about	how	doing	the	right	things	for	the	
right	reasons	leads	to	heavenly	rewards.

Disciple Guide—page 6
Have children write in the different parts of the Lord’s Prayer 
based on their own Bible versions. Discuss which type of 
prayer is easiest and hardest for them.

     Explore 
Scripture
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Jesus rewards people who do the right things for the 
right reasons. List some things you can do to make 
sure your motives are pure.

                                                                                                

                                                                                                

                                                                                                    

Ask God to make seeking Him the most important thing in your life!

Read Matthew 6:19-24. What happens to earthly treasures 
(like clothes, games, toys, and food) after many years?

                                                                                                            

     What happens to heavenly treasures after many years?

                                                                                                                     

Create a pie chart 
that shows how you 
spend your time on a 
regular day. Circle the 
activities in your day 
that could result in 
treasures in heaven.

Treasures

Look for ways 
to store treasures 

in heaven today!
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they are destroyed

they last forever

answers will vary

answers will vary

Read	 verses	 25-34.	 Our memory verse is in there. Did 
you notice it?	 Reinforce	 that	 seeking	 God’s	 Kingdom	
means	doing	what	is	important	to	God	and	following	Jesus’	
example.	How can we not worry as much as we do? What 
does Jesus say to do?	(Seek	God’s	Kingdom	and	trust	Him.)

Jesus rewards us when we do the right things for the 
right reasons. When our hearts are “in the right place,” 
we will pray the right way, earn treasures that wait for 
us in heaven, and will not have to worry about any of 
our needs. What can you do at school to seek God’s 
Kingdom? At home? Encourage	responses. Those are great 
ideas! Remember to do them—Jesus will reward you!

Disciple Guide—page 7
Lead the children in a discussion about earthly vs. heavenly 
treasures. Complete the HeartBeat, reinforcing the idea that 
Jesus wants our motives to be pure.

Guess the Motive (10-15 minutes)
This game illustrates more ways we can rid our hearts of wrong 
motivations.

Play	a	“hangman”	style	game	on	the	board	with	the	class.	
Draw	 blank	 lines	 for	 letters	 (fill	 in	 the	 first	 letter	 for	 an	
easier	game).	Above,	draw	a	hiker	one	 line	at	a	time	with	
each	wrong	guess.	Use	the	following	situations	as	clues—
children	are	trying	to	guess	the	hidden	motive	behind	the	
person’s	actions.	Discuss	these	motives	after	they	guess	the	
words	 and	 talk	 about	what	 a	person	 can	do	 to	 get	 rid	of	
these	motivations.

•	A	child	puts	money	in	the	offering	and	counts	it	out	loud	
while	he	gives	it.	(pride)

•	A	 child	 pushes	 down	 another	 child	 who	 deliberately	
tripped	her.	(revenge)
•	A	child	follows	a	group	of	kids	around	the	play-

ground	all	day.	(loneliness)
•	A	child	tries	to	collect	extra	game	tokens	during	

a	birthday	party	at	a	pizza	place.	(greed)
•	A	child	does	everything	a	bully	tells	him	to	do,	

even	when	it	is	wrong.	(fear)	

In My Own Words (10-15 minutes)
This discussion activity creates a personal version of 
The Lord’s Prayer. Supplies:	poster	board,	markers	
and	other	art	supplies

Read	Matthew	6:9-13	together.	Explain	that	the	
Bible	has	been	written	in	many	different	transla-
tions.	Use	a	variety	of	 these	 for	examples	 if	you	
have	them	available.	Together,	rewrite	the	Lord’s	
Prayer	in	your	own	words.	Be	sure	not	to	change	
the	meaning	of	Jesus’	words.	Write	your	creation	
on	 the	board.	Then	 let	 children	copy	 the	prayer	
onto	individual	poster	board,	creating	decorative	
lettering	and	borders.	Kids	can	take	their	posters	
home	and	pray	the	prayer	before	bed	each	night	or	
at	any	other	appropriate	time.

Teacher—Choose one activity that will encourage      
learners to apply the Bible truth to their lives. 

  Inspire 
 Action
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8

How to Build Character

God’s Kingdom

M
atthew 6:33

How many people 
live on Bali?

Be Honest

Find the answer at 
DiscipleZone.com/  3B2

     Honest means truthful and fair. Honest people know the 

         difference between right and wrong. They do what is right, 

       even when it is not easy. 

   • What words mean the opposite of honest?

  • What does Psalm 15:1-3 say about honesty?

   • Give an example of honesty, or dramatize someone 

       being honest.

Just as ants build anthills one grain 

of sand at a time, people build their 

characters one decision at a time. 
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dishonest, false, corrupt

honest people can dwell with God

answers will vary 4,000,000

Closing Prayer
Pray	the	Lord’s	Prayer	together	(or	the	prayer	you	created	in	
the	“In	My	Own	Words”	activity).	If	you	feel	comfortable,	
pause	after	each	part	and	give	examples	directly	related	to	
your	lives.

Closing Words
We learned how God wants us to pray, to give, to earn 
heavenly treasures, and to trust in Him for all our 
needs. Next time we will search Matthew 7 for clues to 
this question—How will I know that God will welcome 
me into heaven one day instead of saying, “Go away, for 
I do not know who you are!”

Disciple Guide—
page 8
Encourage kids to complete 
DiscipleZone before the next 
lesson. Explain that activities 
are available at a special web-
site— 

DiscipleZone.com 
—where kids go to grow! 
Children should visit the web-
site with their parents to com-
plete the online activities.

DiscipleSkill  
How to Build Character
During	 this	quarter,	your	children	will	 learn	about	godly	
character.	 Each	 week	 they	 will	 explore	 a	 different	 aspect	
of	their	character.	Motivate	them	to	find	practical	ways	to	
build	these	positive	qualities	into	their	lives.

Ask	the	children	why	they	think	honesty	is	important.

DiscipleZone.com
Direct	children	to	DiscipleZone.com/3B2	for:

XploreMore  Discover more about storing heavenly treasures.

SwordWork  Read Matthew 7.

WorldWatch  Explore the island of Bali.

Dee-Cy-Paul Live!  Paul learns to help for the right reasons.

KeyVerse  Memorize Matthew 6:33.

HymnNotes  Meet Frederick Oakeley, translator of “O 
Come, All Ye Faithful.”

Teacher—Children should complete this page on their 
own or at home with a parent. 
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